
How to get top marks in your GCSE French exam 

 

Each week students should be undertaking the following to improve all skills areas: 

✓ learning vocabulary in the vocab book/Quizlet as specified since Year 9 – parents can help 

by testing students German to English on a weekly basis. It is important to keep revising 

vocab from all topics that were taught in year 9 and year 10. Vocab is crucial to success in 

the reading and listening exams. 

✓ practising reading and listening tasks on the VLE to support development of skills 

✓ when doing listenings, they should look at transcripts and look up any unknown words in a 

dictionary. There are lots of dictionaries online. To get better at listenings, you have to 

listen and practise these independently as well as in lesson! 

✓ practising translations into French and into English via the VLE 

✓ checking over the grammar and tenses videos on the VLE and practising applying these to 

verbs and tenses 

✓ practising writing tasks on the VLE 

✓ using the CGP revision guide and self marking (listenings are on the VLE) 

✓ complete extra written tasks (eg 90/150 word tasks) and hand in to your teacher for 

marking, this is the best way to practise writing! 

 

Things to do for fun – most of these are options that can be done in English too so why not extend 

your language? 

✓ watch a film in French and change the subtitles to French/English 

✓ follow a recipe in French (see how it turns out!!) 

✓ check your favourite social media – there are plenty of famous French influencers on 

TikTok & Instagram 

✓ read a short story in French for pleasure – it doesn’t have to be an overly difficult one, 

just one to get you immersed in the language! 

✓ listen to French music 

✓ read the news in French if you’re interested in it 

✓ change the language on your phone/social media to French 

✓ look for competitions online 

✓ mentor a younger student who needs support with their language learning 

Actual speaking exams are taking place w/c 22nd April 2025. This is worth 25% of the GCSE so it is 

imperative that students are fully prepared. They must learn the answers to their speaking questions 

thoroughly and accurately. Parents can help by testing and listening to students as they say their 

questions out loud. Students must actually speak out loud in order to practise speaking! Reading them 

is not enough! 

 

 

All VLE materials can be found in the March mocks revision folder 
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